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A Brief History of the Bolsa Chica Military Reservation 1941-1948

Mark A. Berhow

Reprinted with permission from the Fort MacArthur Alert, Volume 7, Issue 1, January 1994,
the Fort MacArthur Museum Association, San Pedro, California 90731

The first defenses to guard the entrance to Los Angeles harbor were built during the years
1915-1919 at Fort MacArthur in San Pedro. These defenses remained in use for the next 20
years. With the beginning of the fighting in Europe in 1939, the United States Army began to
implement plans to replace the outdated coastal defenses around the nation, including those
at Los Angeles.

Previous to December 1941, there were no military defenses south of San Pedro. In De-
cember 1941, the Army brought in mobile 155-millimeter and 75-millimeter guns in addi-
tion to 3-inch antiaircraft guns to guard the vulnerable beaches around Los Angeles, protect-
ing the Los Angeles area from possible raids or invasion by the Japanese. The Army sent
Coast Artillery units to Orange County beaches along with these guns. One unit moved into
the buildings of the Bolsa Chica Gun Club on the Bolsa Chica Mesa. Two 155 mm GPF
tractor drawn guns were sited in field emplacements along the shoreline of the estuary. Be-
ginning in December, two permanent circular concrete “Panama” mounts were built near the
gun club for mounting the 155 mm guns. The construction was completed on February
1942,

The United States Army received authorization to modernize the harbor defense of the
major harbors of the United States and its territories in 1940. It was also the most uniform
program, in that two basic battery designs, one two gun battery design for the large caliber
guns (mostly 16-inch but some 12-inch) and one two gun battery design for the medium
caliber guns were used with little variation for all the new gun batteries to be built.

Under the 1940 Program, the Harbor Defenses of Los Angeles was to receive two 16 inch
gun batteries and three 6-inch gun batteries, along with their supporting fire control stations
and the newly developed radar fire control stations. As the new defenses were designed to
protect a much larger area than the original defenses built at Fort MacArthur, the new gun
batteries were dispersed along the coastline to afford protection to the approaches to the Los
Angles harbor area. One 6-inch battery was located at Point Vicente to the north on the Palos
Verdes Peninsula, one 16-inch battery was located on the hillside above White Point in San
Pedro, another 6-inch battery was built above Point Fermin on the Upper Reservation of Fort
MacArthur and the final 6-inch battery and 16 inch battery were built on the Bolsa Chica
mesa to guard the southern approach to the harbor area.

The construction of the Bolsa Chica batteries began on April 17, 1943. Each battery had
been assigned a construction number based on a numbering system used to describe the
entire modernization program which was being implemented. The 16 inch battery was as-
signed Construction Number 128 and the 6-inch battery was assigned Construction Number
242. Construction proceeded apace for the rest of the year. In addition to the gun batteries,
a separate underground structure, containing plotting and switchboard rooms (PSR) was
built for Battery 128. Disguised as a oil rig, a large tower containing four fire control stations
was built near the battery, and a radar installation was constructed near the PSR.
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By the beginning of 1944, it was apparent that the threat of a possible Japanese invasion
had vanished. Other military construction and supply programs were given priority and the
construction of the new defenses was slowed. On January 21, 1944, the completion of Bat-
tery 128 was deferred. The concrete work was allowed to continue, but the delivery of the
guns, carriages, and power equipment was canceled by the War Department. Work contin-
ued on Battery 242, however. The guns were installed and proof fired sometime in late 1944,
General Order #51, issued on June 10, 1946, officially renamed Battery 242 as Battery
Harry J. Harrison, after Major Harry J. Harrison who had been killed in action in Europe in
1944, Harrison had been stationed at Fort MacArthur during the years just prior to the
beginning of World War IL

The end of the war brought a general reevaluation of the need for big seacoast guns to
defend the nation’s harbor. By 1948 the Army decided that the guns were no longer needed.
The coastline would be better defended by airplanes and the new missiles. That year, a memo-
randum from the Army detailed the decommissioning of most of the remaining coastal de-
fense batteries remaining around the nation. Battery 128 would never be completed and
Battery Harrison was declared surplus and disarmed. The Army property at Bolsa Chica was
returned to the original owners. The concrete bunkers, built to defend against an enemy that
never came, were left empty and unused.

Map of Bolsa Chica Military Reservation on previous page— Fire Control Site #11 &
SCR-296 #5, Bolsa Chica, Exhibit 12-B, Annexes to Harbor Defense Projects, Harbor De-
fenses of Los Angeles, California, copy provided by R.D. Zink.

References:

The Harbor Defenses of Los Angeles, a Reference Manual, by Mark A. Berhow, Fort MacArthur Military
Press, San Pedro, CA 1992.

Annexes to the Harbor Defense Project, Harbor Defense of Los Angeles, U.S. Army report, July, 1944,

Coast Artillery Seacoast Batteries, General Orders No. 51, War Department, June 10, 1946 “Harbor Defense
Installations.”
AGAQO-S 660.2, Department of the Army, Office of the Adjutant General’s Office,May 14, 1948,
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HARBOR DEFENSES OF 10S ANGELES
FORT MAC ARTHUR (BOLSA CHICA)
BATTERY PANAMA MOUNTS NO. OF GUNS 2

CALIBER 155 MM CARRIAGE MOBILE

ERrbd e crececanna=-forrocted to 3 Docomber 1943 __

GENERALs ' "
Battery commenced: Dec. 1941 "
Battery completed: Feb, 1942 i

Date of transfer: 15 Nov, 1943 - "

; ifj08t to date of transfer: $8,783.43 N
iiifaterials of construction: Reinforced Concrete "
Battery new or modernized: New ' "

Mobile "
Moan Lowel Low Walor "

Trunnion elevation in battery:
Natum plane

JUILITIES: ' !
WATEB_SUPPLY n

Source of: Extended from troop housing "

Alternate source: None "
Size of maint 3/4-inch "
SEWER ¢ "

o o e

Connected to sewsr: No n
. Type of disposal: None L
i |ilype of latrine: None L

UTILITIES:

(Contd.,)

Sources of: Extended from troop housing (See Remarks)
Procured & installed by: Post Engineer
Characteristics: Voltage 110 AC

Number of units and capacity: None
Max, K.W. required for utilities: See "Remarks" :
Max, K.W, required for nonbattle conditions: Soce "Remarks"
Commercial power provided: No

Auxiliary puwor unit provided: No

Type of lighting fixturos: Vapor-proof (in magazinus)
Dehumidifying unit Make and capacity: None

Rooms wet or dry:
How ventilated:
How heated:

Phase: - -

Dry
Not ventilated
Not heated

et e e et i e B 5 o i i e e S

Type: Fleld telephone

REMARKS:

Lighting for magazines & trenches installed by Post Engineer,
- \

Origin of local coordinates: Station "R"-(U.S.C. & G.S. Sta.)

"Deadman's Island")
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implacement " ! ' ' Gung ' ! v ' Carriages '
Number " Cal, ' Length ' Model ' Serial No.' Manufacturer 'Mounted 'Type ' Model 'Serial No.'Manufacturer 'Motor
1 T
2 " 155MM! Mobile Guns - Mounted by Coast Artillery
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REFOR]OF COMPLETED WORKS = SEACOAST FORTIFICATIONS HARBOR DEFENSES OF LOS ANGELES

> (Batteries) R YORT MACARTHUR .
0 BATTERY CONST, NO. 128  No. of gune; 2 ¢}

':) : Calibers 16-Inch Carriage; Barbette

Part I Oorrected to; 23 August 1945
S e ————— == e

e —_—
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GENERALj ,

Battery commencedy 17 April 1943
Battery completed: 2L January 1944 (Curtailed Status)
Date of transfer; 5 January 1945 (Curtailed Status)

i; Oost to date of transfer; $758,878.76 (CurtalledStatus)

i/ Materials of constructions Reinforced Concrete
Battery new or modernizeds New
Trunnion elevation in batterys .49.67 (Not Inetalled)
Datum plane; Mean Lower Low Water

Origin of coordinates; U,8.0.& G.S., Station "R
(Deadman’s Island)

UTILITIES: (Contd.)

ELECTRIC POWER
Sources ofs Comm. Power (Minimum Lighting)
Procured & installed by: OOE ,
Characteristics; Voltage 120/240 AC  Phage; Single
Number of units end capacity; None Installed
Max, K.,W, roquired for utilities: 8 X.W. (Lighting)
Max, K.W. required for nonbattle conditions; None
Oommercial power provided; Yes Capacity; 10 K.W,
Auxiliary power unit provided: Mo

oe o0 ¢e oo @6 oo

UTILITIES; Type of lighting fixtures; Direct
WATER SUPPLY Dehumidi fying unit; MNone Installed

Source of; Existing 4" Main

Alternate source; Government Well

S8ige of maing 6-Inch (From Well)
SEWER;

Rooms wet or dry; Dry
How ventilated; Natural Ventilation
How heated; Not Heated

DATA TRANSMISSION;

Type; None Installed

: REMARKS; . .
Oonstruction curteiled by direotive 0.C.E. 26 Nov 1943
Jile C.of B. 662 (Western Defense Command) SPEEM CN

Oounnscted to sewer; No
Type of disposaly Septic Tank
., _Type of latrine; Syphon-jet
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Emplacement: 8 H H Gune : 3 H 3 H Oarriages - 8
Numoer 3 Oal, 3 Length ; Model ; Serial No, 3 Manufacturer ; Mounted ; Type 3 Model ;Seriai'mﬁﬂ'?;‘:ﬁfaoturer:l{otor
1 H s
2 ARMAMENT NOT INSTALLED (CANOELLED BY WAR DEPARTMENT) esexh. DECLASSIFIED
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HARBOR DEFENSES OF LOS ANGELES, CALIF.
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Battery Construction Number 242
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Plan for Battery 246 (very similar to Battery #242)
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SUBSRCTs Yovenmt of & Guns

0 3 Comvending General
Sixth Avmy
Presidio of Sen Franolisco, California
Abtentims AMARY

Lo Poféresce is made to inelosed map showing locatiod of the two
complebed 6" datleries, No, 210 st Poiny Vieemte and We 212 at Bolen ‘
Chisse The former is & miles frem Fort Meirthur and the latter 18 23 . QN
miles, Theve is slsc shoma Battery Noo 2L, whish 1s scaplete exsept for S~
gun twbes, This Babtery is cm the Uppor Rebervation and within walkiag
distance of the darrscke areesy : )

2, Asauming 4had Battery o, 21 will net be ccmpleted, it is
vocommwnded that the gun tudes fram Battery Do, 242 be installed ia
Batdery Ne, 2lls

Be This move will have the following sdvantages:

o 8¢ Orsatly simplify ‘tﬁo oivilian compenent training problem,
Hoter transpertation will not de required for treops in dreining, A
dotashed batbtery quartered &b Bolsa Chisa will be awisvard axd expemsive

in every vespeshs

be Roubine msintonanse of battepy on Upper Reserwation will
 be much less expsnsive in manpower and transportation than ad Belsa Chise,

Le e following disadventages may be reiseds

8s The guns st S-ttery 241 cannot bs fired case I as &
batdery without the remeval of defilade of several hundred cubdis yards of
earth, The seumard field of fire of Eo, 1 gun is approximmbtely 85 degrees
and of Yo, 2 gun is appreximately 110 degrees, The aves of five are avk
overlapping however, This condition can be improved, if not sntirely
oliminated, by loeal equipment and labory |

by The tutrml 1ceatian of Babbe is eonsidered meye

Py
desiradble vhen thet of Battery 2Li, "In ’W yipated omerpeney )
¢the gm tubes eculd be returned to Bab g very short timey

/

0k 8. Batbery 212 i%.ﬂhhi‘&hih in not ideal for target
2 693% 21} shets will be fired direstly oves hesvily traveled

¥oa 0 approximately 1000 yards in froutof the betbery, ' \(,‘
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Axme 640 (MD1A) 12 Sepember 1916

and the sajority of the shots will pass over She private dwpllings am
Sunset Deash, appreximately 1200 yards frum the battery and at the seme
elowmtisn,

6q Movement of the gun tubes cer be made without additional ax~
penee %o the govsroment, . . : .

By Re CROYELL
f Golonel, Coast Artillery Corps |
' Commanding
Ingls :
Losation Map 3ed
AMART 660.2 1lst Ind. g %0 196 HC/mje

Headquarters 8ixth Army, Presidio of San Francisco, California
?0: Commandifg General, Aray Ground Forces, Port Monroe, Virginia.

1. Approvsd.

2. Approval of the Chief of Ordnance was given in 2nd Ind.; Office of

. the Chief of Ordnance, file 0.0.662/688(C), dated 30 March 1945, to letter

U.S. Enginesr Office, Los Angeles, California, file PADLM-21 LA602.3 (EDLA -

Battery 251), dated -8 March 1945, to CG., Hinth S8ervice Command, subject:
"Pransfer of Battery(Const. No.) 241, Harbor Defenses of Los Angeles™.

3 Racommendation for abprma.l of this move has already buh mede in
par. 2 g(5) of letter Beadquarters 8ixth Army, file AMDCG 660.2, dated 18

September 1946, to War Department Seacoast Defense Armament Board through CQ,

ACG?, subjeett "War Department Seacocast Defense Armament Board".

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

Incl: )
No changs. )
M, G, SCHIFELD
C_j.D’
ASST L RN
)
88523 e
: S b
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860.2 (C) (12 Zept 48) GMOP3  2nd Imd.
2 3 0CT 1946

REBADGI AR TIRS, ARMY CRCUND PORCES, FRT MCEROX, VIRODNIA

TO:; Director of Plans snd Tperations, #mshington 25, J. .

1. Tranafer of &~ gun tube frow Battery 242 to iwmttery 41,
will foeilitate training of civilien coiponents, maintennnce mapd w11l
be mccomplished without additionasl sxpense to the gerernment.

?. BRecommend apohroval,
FOR THE COMMANDIMD GENERAL:
JOHN L. P¥EIFFER

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD: lst 1t., 4. @. D.
Asst.Cni.44). Genm.
1 Idal Subject: Movement of 6" guns. (;<{ 3&/

2°. Ltr, Hgs. Pt. lMcArthur, file no. AMNMA 860 (HDLA) dated
12 Sept 46 recommende the movement of two 6" gun tubes within FT.
McArthur to ald training. Move ¢#n be made without added expense
to government. lst Ind. Hqs 6th Army, 10 Cct 46 recommends spproval.
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